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A good Sentence method course of instruction in leading does
not begin with sentences from books but with certain interesting
sentences which the children have used or heard spoken naturally
in the course of classroom activities and experiences. Preferably
these sentences will be short and easily memorized. The sentences
selected will also be such as may usefully be written by the
teacher on large sheets for the children to see, and without
emphasis at this stage on the necessity for reading them. The
next step is for the teacher to encourage the children to read and
copy sentences for themselves. Only when this has become a
familiar proceeding will reading-books be introduced. These
will deal with topics that interest the children and be written
within the limits of a severely restricted vocabulary of useful
words frequently repeated. The number of words in a first
reader may vary from 50 to 150, and each word may be repeated
from seven to twenty times so that it may be learned by sight.
The following table shows the number of words and the average
number of times each is repeated in five first books, written on
Sentence method lines, which have been popular in English
schools:

BOOK
	TOTAL WORDS
	NUMBER OF WORDS DIFFERENT
	AVERAGE REPETITION OF EACH WORD

No. i
	ni6
	150
	7'4

No, 2 No. 3
	957 1376
	117
 101
	8-2
 136

No. 4
	921
	57
	16 i

No. 5
	124.6
	61
	so 4

The variations are striking, but no compiler has thought it
necessary to justify his own selections. Whether, for example, an
average per word of 7-4 or 20-4 or something between represents
the most suitable amount of repetition for the learner still remains
undetermined. Much depends, no doubt, on the learner's in-
telligence and the quality of the writing. On the face of it,
primers No. 4 and No. 5 would seem to be the best of the five
for slow learners, on account of their high word-frequency, and
primers No. i and No. 2 best for quick learners, for the oppo-
site reason.

6. THE SENTENCE APPROACH VERSUS THE PHONIC APPROACH
It is not usually disputed that the Sentence method mak'es for
interest and enjoyment in the early stages. The child is not
called upon to face the drudgery of ploughing through pages